DISABILITY TASK FORCE MEETING—June 11, 2024
Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC) Commissioner Wolf 
MRC's New initiatives to address the employment needs of individuals with disabilities 

On June 11th DTF hosted MRC Commissioner Toni Wolf, along with Manel Desvallons, MRC Family Partnership Coordinator, Ferdosa Hassan, MRC Family Inclusion Ambassador, and Lola Akinlapas MRC Director of Strategic Initiatives who discussed Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission’s (MRC’s) new initiatives to address the employment needs of individuals with disabilities.  Below is a brief summary of the MRC presentation: 

· Family engagement is a top priority for the Massachusetts Rehabilitation Commission (MRC). 

· Manel Desvallons, MRC Family Partnership Coordinator talked about MRC initiatives to keep family voices front and center, including hiring 9 staff who are parents working as Family Inclusion Ambassadors. 

· Firdosa Hassan, one of the MRC Family Inclusion Ambassadors talked about the importance of sharing her lived experiences with families, emphasizing the importance of family participation and being part of the decision-making process in the adult service world. 

· The Commissioner discussed the importance of having family members as staff at MRC, who are able to effectively engage with the parents who are critical to supporting MRC clients.  MRC is developing a one-page resource for families in” plain language” that will be available in multiple languages.  

· Lola Akinlapas, Director of Strategic Initiatives from MRC Connect, talked about new initiatives using technology to make the application process easier and more transparent. They received over 2,000 applications in one month after releasing the new application process, which uses artificial intelligence to increase capacity and timeliness. 

· The Commissioner discussed the importance of making changes necessary to ensure that people with disabilities obtain employment with better wages.  

After the Commissioners presentation, there was a Q&A and discussion with DTF members.   

Click here for recording of meeting  

Information and Resources provided by DTF members:

Exceptional Lives. We hope this will be useful to your clients and their families! https://exceptionallives.org/transition-to-adulthood-for-youth-with-disabilities/ 
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