NLMFF COMMUNICATIONS PROGRAM 

In December 2006, the NLM Family Foundation announced the availability of research funds for projects aimed at investigating communication difficulties, capacities and options for individuals with autism spectrum disorders. Projects investigating one or more of the following areas were invited: (1) the exploration of communication options for non-verbal and minimally verbal children and adults with autism; (2) investigation of the etiology of language impairment in individuals with autism; and (3) the development of communication intervention strategies for those with autism. With guidance from an expert review panel, the Foundation selected the following projects for funding in 2008. 

The full program announcement can be viewed here:
http://nlmfoundation.org/news_events/documents/NLMFamilyFoundationCommunicationsProgramAnnouncement.doc  
Psychophysical and Speech Perception Studies in Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Jose Alcantara, Ph.D. & Christian Fullgrabe, Ph.D.
University of Cambridge (Cambridge, United Kingdom)
ERP Based Communication Device for Nonverbal Children on the Autism Spectrum
Deniz Erdogmus, Ph.D. & Lois Black, Ph.D.
Oregon Health and Science University (Portland, OR)
The Neuroanatomical Origin of Severe Speech Impairment in Autism

Morton Gernsbacher, Ph.D. & Hill Goldsmith, Ph.D.
University of Wisconsin, Madison (Madison, WI)

Subclinical Communications and Vocalizations in Autism: Investigation by Video/Audio Surveillance, Eye Movements, and Evoked Potentials

Barry Gordon, MD, Ph.D. & Kerry Ledoux, Ph.D.
The Johns Hopkins University School of Medicine (Baltimore, MD)

Olfactory and Other Novel Treatments for Autism

Michael Leon, Ph.D. & Ira Lott, M.D.
The Regents of the University of California (Irvine, CA)
Socially Assistive Robotics for Socialization and Communication Training in Children with Autism

Maja Mataric, Ph.D. & Peter Mundy, Ph.D.
University of Southern California (Los Angeles, CA)
Mirror Neuron System and Written Communication through Facilitated Communication in People with Autism: A Cortical Profile of Excitability and Inhibition by Means of Transcranial Magnetic Stimulation

Maria Palmieri, MD & Maurizio Elia, MD
University of Rome, Tor Vergata Medical School (Rome, Italy)
Computerized Interventions to Promote Verbal Expression in Individuals with Autism Spectrum Disorders

Rosalind Picard, Sc.D. & Rana el Kaliouby, Ph.D.
Massachusetts Institute of Technology (Cambridge, MA)
Using Melodic Intonation to Facilitate Improvement in Language and Communication Skills in Autistic Children

Gottfried Schlaug, MD, Ph.D.

Beth Israel Deaconess Medical Center (Boston, MA)
Linguistic Interactions of Autistic Boys in Different Facilitated Contexts

Alda Scopesi

Centro Studi Sulla Comunicazione Facilitata (Zoagli, Italy)
In Your Own Voice: Personal Augmentative and Alternative Communication Voices for Minimally Verbal Children with Autism Spectrum Disorders
Jan van Santen, Ph.D. & Lois Black, Ph.D.
Oregon Health and Science University (Portland, OR)
Lay abstracts describing these grants in greater detail can be found on the Communications grants page.
