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The Autism and Developmental Disorders Colloquium Series at MIT

“Autism in Infancy: Phenotypic Expression and Underlying Mechanisms”

Katarzyna Chawarska, Ph.D.
Associate Professor of Child Psychiatry, Director, Toddler Developmental Disabilities Clinic, Yale University School of Medicine, Child Study Center
6:00 p.m., Wednesday, February 15, 2012
MIT Building 46-3002 (auditorium), followed by a reception

Building Address:  43 Vassar Street, Cambridge, MA  02139

Hosted by Pawan Sinha, Ph.D., Department of Brain and Cognitive Sciences, MIT
Please RSVP to lmavros@mit.edu
Autism, a complex neurodevelopmental disorder, has a profound impact on the quality of life of affected individuals.  While in the past decade we have improved early diagnostic procedures for autism, little is known about the nature of the mechanisms underlying social disability in the second year of life.  Are social deficits related to elementary difficulties in shifting attention?  Are objects inherently more salient for infants with autism than typically developing children?  What is the significance of high heterogeneity of early syndrome expression?  This talk will describe findings from our ongoing work on the phenotypic expression of autism in infancy, spanning investigations into perception, attention, and cognition, and will discuss the implications of these investigations for research and clinical practice.
Supported by the Simons Initiative on Autism and the Brain at MIT (web.mit.edu/autism)
